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Teachers leave those kids at home

On May 24 2012, Hillview School for Girls in Tonbridge, Kent, asked all of its pupils to use the Frog learning platform to 

work remotely from home. The school was coming towards the end of its second full year using Frog and saw a ‘Frog 

Day’ as the perfect way to engage the whole school community.

The school’s Senior Leadership Team was fully supportive of the initiative and 

communicated the plan to staff, students and parents weeks in advance.  Frog 

Day was scheduled to take place within the examination period to take advantage 

of fewer parents being inconvenienced.  The option for students to come into 

school was also offered for any parents who had childcare issues, although only a 

small number of students took advantage of this.

A series of training sessions and resources were put in place for everyone to 

improve their skills and discover the wider functionality of Frog.
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“Although we had made good progress with our use of Frog, we felt 

we needed to reach out to all members of the school community 

to show them Frog’s capabilities.” explained Hillview’s Director 

of ICT, David Whitehouse. “The Frog Day was the ideal way to do 

just that.  Most of the students had used Frog at some point but 

were perhaps not using it consistently and so weren’t as familiar 

with it as we wanted them to be.  Likewise, we were at the stage 

in its development where we were ready to provide more useful 

information and data via Frog to parents.  Having a specific purpose 

behind Frog Day was key to its success.”

“Before the big day we ran various training sessions for staff, from 

first principles to some more advanced content.” David explains.  

“Staff worked together in many instances and a colleague from 

each department often took the lead and passed their skills on to 

others.  Alongside this, we provided a mini user guide for parents, 

so they could see what new information we were providing for 

them through Frog.  This was well-received and also helped them to 

support their daughters where necessary.”

“It was perhaps a brave decision to ask our 

students to work independently at home by 

using Frog, but it gave us all the focus that 

we needed at that point in time.  We received 

tremendous support from parents and the 

girls engaged with Frog more than they had 

done before.  It has moved us all forward and 

there is now a greater confidence that we can 

use Frog even more creatively in the months 

to come.”

Stephen Bovey, 
Headteacher
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On May 24 2012, Hillview School for Girls in Tonbridge, Kent, asked all of its pupils to use the Frog learning platform to 

work remotely from home. The school was coming towards the end of its second full year using Frog and saw a ‘Frog 

Day’ as the perfect way to engage the whole school community.

It didn’t stop there though.  The school was careful to follow-up Frog Day with a 

process which gathered views and evaluated the progress in its widest sense.  

Students, parents and staff were all surveyed by the school and the results made 

interesting reading.  Students’ assessments of their own skills in Frog were much 

more positive, with 70% considering themselves to have either good or advanced 

skills in finding their way around the platform. 

Confidence levels amongst staff rose dramatically due to their participation and 

the training support provided.  Parents too were encouraged, 93% of respondents 

found Frog easy to us with only 7% of respondents saying that they were struggling 

to find their way around Frog –many of these parents are to be invited into school 

for a training session this term.  The comments received and the results of the 

surveys are now being used to develop the school’s Frog Action Plan for the year 

ahead.

Having identified that Frog needed to become a more established part of the 

school’s daily life, the success of ‘Frog Day’ has acted as the catalyst for a renewed 

commitment towards developing the platform.

Hillview is now embarking on the next phase of its Frog development. The shared 

student drive on the school network is soon to disappear, with all resources 

moving over to Frog.  A second wave of staff training will take place this month and 

the aim is for all departments and extra-curricular clubs to have their own Frog 

webpages in place by the end of this year.
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“We now feel ready to give some control of 

Frog over to the student’s themselves. After 

‘Frog Day’, many girls expressed an interest in 

becoming more involved.  We plan to give them 

control of the clubs’ Frog pages and ask them to 

moderate the Frog Forums too.  I don’t think we 

would be in that position now, had it not been 

for ‘Frog Day’ last May”.

David Whitehouse, 
Director of ICT


